
Cochin stamp papers 

The studies on the court fee stamps, revenue stamps and other stamp papers of the pre- 
independent days of India can be of much interest to enthusiasts. Those pertaining to the princely 
states of Cochin and Travancore and done with much aesthetics and are of great historical 
importance. 
 
The stamp papers were designed by the British as a means to collect taxes from residents of some of 
the Princely States as early as 1797. The designs of these papers included the name of the state as 
well as the amount of tax imposed. 
 
Early examples of stamped paper from British India and the Princely States were simpler and often 
colorless, much like a notary's seal. Later, these were replaced by typeset or engraved stamps. 
Subsequently, color was added, and printings for many of the states were imported from Europe. 
 
I have gone through some of my collections and found the portrait series of Cochin much to my 
liking. 
 


